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In response to the Office Action dated April 30, 2003, in which the Examiner set a 
shortened statutory period for response by one month, making a reply due on or before August 
30, 2003. 

In the Action, the Examiner has required restriction under 35U.S.C.§121to one of the 
following: 

Species A -Figs. 6 and 21-27 (claims 1 and 5-17); 
Species B -Figure 7 (claims 1 and 4); or 
Species C -Figs. 8-20 (claims 1-3) 

Currently, claim 1 is considered by the Examiner to be generic. 

Applicant hereby elects Species A, drawn to claims 1 and 5-17 with traverse. Applicant 
respectfully request the Examiner to withdraw the restriction requirement because the restriction 
requirement, as presented, is not in accordance with proper PTO procedure. A restriction of a 
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dependent claim is^only proper "after an assessment of the prior art." See MPEP § 1 850 A. In 



this case, the Examiner has provided no evidence that he has assessed the prior art before making 
the restriction. 

Applicant reserves the right to file divisional apphcations on the non-elected claims. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant believes that a complete examination on the merits is 
now in order. Early and favorable action is respectfully requested. 

If the Examiner beUeves that a personal or telephone interview would be helpful, he is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the local telephone number listed below. 

Applicant hereby petitions for any extension of time which may be required to maintain 

the pendency of this case, and any required fee, except for the Issue Fee, for such extension is to 
be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. 



Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 
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